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To the Public. 


T is with Reluctance Jam compelled to trouble the Town with Altercations 
which happen within the Precincts of this Place: But as I have read a very 
weak and falſe Advertiſement, publiſned by the late BAND of MUSIC, pur- 
poſely to miſlead the Senſe of the Public from the true Cauſe of their 

Non-appearance in their Duty at the THEATRE, I think myſelf bound to ſtate 
the Point as it really is, and I ſhall recite the whole with as ſtri& Impartiality, as 
if I were perſonally excluded from any Share in the Diſpute. V3.2 
Tu Flay of the BEGGAR's OPERA happened this Near to be Nr „ 
ſeveral Ladies and Genilomen, on the very Night when Mr. Marine had a Benefi 


| advertiſed at Mary's Chapel. This Man, whole indifcreet Diſpoſition has formerly 


ſowed Diviſion and Confuſion in the very Theatre, where he ſo ſucceisfully foments 
them at preſent, was, in confequence of this Requeſt, pleaſed not only to com- 
pel every one of my Band of Muſic, to attend his Concert, and leave me entire- 
ly upaſſiſted, but he had alfo the. unparalleled Confidence to ſtand up in the Or- 
cheſtre, and when the Play was advertiſed, as uſual, from the Stage to the Au- 
dience, he ſpoke to the Pit and Boxes, and aſſured them that it could not be play- 
ed, tho? it was given out, as all the Muſic was employed by himſeif. 
Tur indecem Conduct of this Man in this Particular, need not be ani- 

wadverted on: Nor ſhonld it now have been mentioned, had it not been 


neceſſary to in form the Town from what Principle and Cauſe the Spirit of Dif. 


ſenſion began, between the reſt of the Band under this Man's Influence, and the 
MANAGERS of the THEATRE. y 


Fxom that Day frequent little Inſtakces aroſe, which ſhewed us how ready 
the Muficians were (actuated by this Perſon's Reſentment) to deſert and injure 


us on any Occaſion. ES. 
There happened, in the Courſe of the Seaſon, to be 1 Feet and 4 Days Pay due to 
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mance, tom — — Ae | 
their Money immediately, they would not pley in the Farce, which happened to be a 
muſical one. This rude Declaration was delivered (as deſired) to me in the laſt 


: Letter, ſignee(as 1 remember) by five o , whoſe Names are as follgws; Fob 
1 — Reach; ihm rn Fohn Smiton, Robert Mugenland, and John Pbilip Kearcher > © 


them: (as it is cuſtomary to retain a Week's Pay in Hand, as Security for good Be- 
haviour) This being the WHOLE Sum of what their Advertiſer calls SUCH DEEP AR- 
REARS being due, a Meſſage was brought one Night during the Time of Perfor- 


T met the Band ha 


\ 


Act of the Play. The abrupt Compulfion of this Demand, 1 could eaſily diſtin- 
_ came more from Malice than Neceſſity, ſince they could as effeQually have 
declared after the whole Entertainment was over, that they could play in no future 


Night, unleſs they were cleared their Arrears, And as J could gueſs by rhe Per: 


{ons who ſo officionſly delivered it, that it was more calculated to inſult us, than 


ſerve themſelves : And as Examples of that Kind are fatal in a Place where the ut- 


moſt Order ought to be preſerved, Lihought proper, for the Sake of ing. 


Manners to the reſt, to call ro me . Marine and Mr. Thomſon, who delivere 


the Threat of diſappointing the Audignee-of their expected Entertainment; and 
after having ſeverally aſked them if they made Uſe of ſuch Expreſſion, on their 


acknowledging they had, I ordered them Payment of their Demands, took a Receipt / 


in full, and decently diſmiſled them the Theatre. 


Tu us having, as became me, prudently got rid of the very Men who had 


moſt immediately injured me, I expected the reſt of the Band would have gone gui. 


etly on in the Courſe of their Buſineſs. But I was, if poſſible, more than ſurpriſed 
when I received, before the next Play, the following Command from them, by 
which I am plainiy told the Terms on which alone they will condeſcend to piay for 
us again. According to my Memory, I extract the Purport of the Order from 4 


« TnaT unlefs Mr. Marine and Thomſon, who they underſtood was diſchar- 
„ ged, was employed along with the reſt of the Band, they would not perform an 


more in the Theatre. They expected my Anſwer before the Night of Per. 
« formance : That as to the Arrears, thoſe they required at the latter End of the 


„Week, but at all Events the que Article of their returning ſhould be, 
That Marine and Thomſon ſhould be employed, or they would p/ay' 10 nure on 

an Account. | 53 e 
On 
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On he Peruſal of this Injunction, the plain Queſtion; 1 thiok, is reduced to 
this, Whether the Managers of a Theatre are 40 engage what Muſic they think it 
prudent to do? or whether the Muſic, by an nujuſt Combination, ſhall force the Ma- 
nagers to do whatever they are pleaſed to command | MS 

Io any Gentleman of the leaſt Conſideration, the Evils of giving Way to ſuck 
an Arbitrary Afﬀſoctation, muſt appear evidently productive of the worſt Conſe: 
quences ; Sallaries muy be unjultifiably raiſed by a paraliel Combination; and as ac- 
cording to chis Method the Directors of the Stage will no longer have a Command 
over their Muſic, Diforder will encroach upon the Regularity of the Buſineſs, all 
Muſical Practices will be deſerted, the Public will have Cauſe ro complain; and 
to aggravate the Hardſhip of. the whole, the Cenſure will fall upon the Ma- 
NAGER, altho' by this Plan of Government, he will be rendered quite unable to 


redreſs himſelf. 
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To call them by every Means to aReturn to their Attendance, I thought it proper 
to ſend th& Note the have printed, in which I fairly tell them, .7 221 forfert ther, 
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re.. pus - 
(a Power wh Win e owes hae ulig.. ans hich they: Kafube on - 
mitted to from me) unleſs they did theiFDury ; and 1 mentioned it parueutlarly, + 


that 1 had diſcharged Marine and Thamſon, for delivering an 1mpertinent. Meſ. | 
ſage to me, ſince 1 wiſhed them to know iht it was not the Matter of chat Meſſage, 
but the Manner, which according to the Sulpgeltions- of my own Prudence, ;llified 
what I had done. | 5 D RY . 
But the Charge againſt the unlawful Aſheiation of the Band does nat reſt 
here: Not contented with having among themſelves, (as they think) forted me into 
their Power, or into the Diſpleaſure of the Pullie, they have compelled, they have 
prevailed on every other Muſician in Town not. t play in the Theatre on any Ac 
count: To accomplila this unfair End, no Cares, no Aſſiduities are ſpared ; 
Threats, Promiles, and every Species of Art is made Uſe of: Two poor young | 
Men were at firſt prevailed on by me to attend for a Night or two, but they ab- 
ſented themſelves after that, and one declared, that not only-the,Loſr-of his Bread, 
but his Safety was threatned, if he remained longer with me. mong theſe Inſtan- 
ces of Violence, I cannot avoid naming ohe of Honeſty, in Zohn Stewart, an old 
Muſician of this City, and a Man of a very Fir Character. who, aſhamed of their, 
Practices, from the firſt refuſed to enter into their Cabal, and who even now attends 
the Theatre, altho', like others, the poor Man is threatned by them to be kept 
from every Employment they can poſſibly hinder bim of, that he may be ſtarved, 
for doing what he thinks he opght to d. 
Ix abu ſetting forth a true State of . the Cale. Public will imm. diately dete ⁊ the | 
Fallacy of their Advertiſemenr, ſince accordivf to their d idence; fUr, Mee 
Letter ] quote, the principal Cauſe of their Deſertion is not on Account of their Ar- 
rears, but on Account of a Demand which they thought it prudent to conceal, I mean 
their avowed Determination not to 7 unleſs Marine and Thomſon are reſtored to 
their Sallaries and . in the Theatre. This arrogant Claim makes the Caſe wide- 
ly different; in the Light they had artfully fer their Complaint, it appeared a Mat- 
ter of Right, but in the real one I have diſcloſed it, it is an unjuſtifiable Pretenſion 
to Power; and I throw mylelf on the Candour and Juſtice of the Public, with a full 
Dependence on their Protection. The dark Attacks of Enemies, who can uſe no 
Weapons but Calumnies, and the Meaneſt of Reports to attempt my Ruin, 
will, I doubt not, by the equitable Conſideration of every honeſt Mind. re- 
ccive Shame, as well as Diſat oiniment. Not limited to the Falſhood of the preſent 
Caſe, Rumours have been induſtriouſly propagated in every Quarter of the Town, to 
alarm cvery Perſon who may have had Dealings with me. It has been wickedly al- 
ſerted, that I premeditate a Departure from hence, when 1 have no other Thoughts or 
Wiſh, than to remain for ever in this Kingdom, nor ever had the leaſt Deſign to a- 
bandon a Place, where both my Intereſt and Inclinition are fo forcibly connected. 
IA conſcious, that to the beſt of my Power I have behayed with Juſtice and 
Diſcretion to all Perſons under my Direction. If I am to be blamed for any Con- 
duct towards theſe Mey who ſo equivocally miſrepreſent the Fact between us, 
it is rather for Indulgence towards them than Injuſtice. I could fay, that during 
the long Indiſpoſition of any of my Band 1 have as regularly paid them their Sa- 
lary, as if their Health enabled them to ſerve me. I could prove, that from 
mere Motives of Humanity, I have, unſollicited, raiſed the Pay of ſome, whole 
Circumſtances were hard and unhappy. Within theſe two Years they have re- 
ceived from the Theatre, under my Direction. near 400 J. Ster. But, not content- 


% 


5 ed with theſe Advantages, they, by their late Proceeding, bring me to this modeſt 
Alternative, viz. Whether they ſhall became, by unlegal Combinations, Maſler: 
Inſtead of Servants, to the Houſe they depend on ? OE 1 
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I am, with the utmoſt Gratitude, | 17 Lhe Pet 
The Public's moſt oblig*d and obedient humble Servant, 
| 2 WEST DIGGES. 


